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XXTXAKK AGENCE 511 CI

4 MOV 1947

The Eunamu Bdwrrd He Roes

Chadrman, Houne Commlttes on
Pont Office and Civil Service

Uolia Houso of Repreossntatlves

WMWH. Be Ca
Desy ¥r, Roont

Beoaipt 18 amwledgad of ymxr lottax or 31 Qotober rolative to
the submission of the strength figures o.f thlu ngcnoy to the Bouse Post
0ffice snd Civil Servioe cnmittu‘ ‘

. 1 have disoussod thia wattor with ‘bhc thioml Security C-ounoil
which has supervision over this aganoy by recent Act of Congross, snd
have hoon instructed by the Counell 4hat for sssential scourlty ressons

the streagth of the Contrsl Intanigom A&moy should not be furnished
Lor publication.

The publication of our atrmgth would mka this data casily acces-
pible to anemy ezents in this countrys Suoh inforsmtion would anable
such agents to detormine with rolative oase the gonera) progrem and
strenypth of effort of the intellipgonce actlivities of tha United States.

I am sure you will apreo that such a mﬁngaw would be highly woe
desirable, to ssy the loast,

It has boom our long ztanding pelisy thmt ne strongth figures will
be given out by this agency for recerd purposes except to two specially
olesred senior offioimls in the Burean of the Hudget who are charged
with the handling of cur budget prebleas. The Bureew of the Budget has
consiatently nafatained the scourity of our strangth figures under all
circaustoncat. ¥We have xlso several times in the past arranged with
conmitteos of (ongrass to withdraw requests for owr slrength figures
for record purposoes discussing with them our cassntial soourity
requiremonts. Alse, by s long standing verbal sgrosmant, we have fuwr-
nished no strength of individusl personuel data to the Givil Service
Conmission in opdsr to .’mmo that such mm md ot o recorded.

1t was suggosted tn the npruaanﬁtiw of yw.r comalttee who
reesntly contected us that the published strsngth report of govornment
agenciva exolude our Liguras, such exolusion €0 be explained by a foobte
note %o the offect that nationsl defonse reasons meke this necensary.
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1 bavo no desire to withhold these figures from you persoually, sod
wlll Ve pleased to seo you at your gonvenience snd to infernm you rerbally

of our sotunl and con lated strangth for your information only, undsof
sourse, not for publication. : , I

I am sure you will understand zy own end the Netlonul Seourity
Counoil's grewt concera shout the full seourity of thoe aetivities and
oporaticns of this agonoys I wish alao to assure you of my full RO
eration with the neods wnd desires of your committes to the utmost
commensurate with sur natlonsl defense amd security.

ﬁm‘“ly' "

Re He BILLEMKOBETTER
Roay Admiral, USK
Mireatur of Contral Intelligence
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